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Dhurba Basnet is a Nepali journalist and a film maker. He served Nepal Television, the only TV stations
in Nepal then, for eight years as a Camera person. He left Nepal Television to begin independent
productions. He initiated and directed Aankhijhyal, a video magazine on environmental issues produced
by Nepal Forum of Environmental Journalists (NEFEJ) for three years. He has also produced many video
documentaries on environmental issues in Nepal. He is the immediate past President of NEFEJ.
During a decade long internal war in Nepal Mr. Basnet ventured to go to the war-torn Nepali villages to
produce video documentaries on the lives of people trapped in war. The Killing Terraces, Schools in the
Cross-fire and Better to Have been Killed are some of his conflict related video documentaries. Currently,
he is working on (a) the Climate change on the Himalaya and its threat to the people and (b) Vanishing
culture of Sama village, a hanging valley on the lap of Mount Manaslu.
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The Himalayas — where the crisis approaches:

The Hindu Kush Himalayan region is known as the water tower of Asia. It serves more than 1.3 billion
people in the downstream basin areas. It plays an important role for biodiversity, agriculture and
hydropower. The glaciers store the water from the time of precipitation in the form of ice and release it
slowly over time. Glacier's contribution to river flow is most important in the dry season when there is
no rainfall and in areas of generally low precipitation or arid areas like Tibetan pleatue and Nepal's areas
beyond Himalaya. But this water storage is shrinking because temperature in high altitude is increasing.
As a result, glaciers of the Himalayan regions are currently thinning and retreating. Precipitation in the
form of snow is decreasing and precipitation in the form of rain is increasing. This means more water in
the summer and less water in dry period or more floods and more droughts. When glaciers advances
water is trapped inside the moraine or natural dams and it forms glaciers lakes. There are 1466 glaciers
in the regions. Some of them are dangerous. This process is known as a glacial lake outburst flood or
GLOF in short. In the past at least thirty four GLOF events have been recorded in the Himalayan region.
They have resulted in heavy loss of human lives and their property, destruction of infrastructures,
agriculture land and forests. They have been organizing programs to raise awareness of the local people as
well as to draw attention of the outside world to this problem.
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Sanjay Barnela is one of the Founder members of Moving Images, a Delhi-based media production team
comprised of film makers and academic researchers. Over the last fifteen years, he has produced a
number of full-length documentaries on a diverse range of issues including, politics of water, wildlife
conservation, environmental degradation, renewable energy technologies and high altitude mountain climbs
in the Himalayas. He has combined his vast climbing and trekking experience with filmmaking and has
filmed extensively at altitudes above 21,000 feet in the Himalayas. He served as a jury member of the
Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival in 2007. His films have been nominated and awarded at
various national and international film festivals including, The Golden Gate film festival, San Francisco,
Philadelphia Documentary and Short film festival, Festival du Cinema de Paris, Kathmandu International
Mountain Film Festival, Earthvision, Tokyo, ECOMOVE, Germany, etc. A few of his notable films are
Hunting Down Water that won the award for ‘Best Documentary’ at the Festival du film de Strasbourg
2004 and was awarded 'Best Direction' at the Festival du Cinema de Paris.  River Taming Mantras won
the ‘Best Documentary’ award at VATAVARAN Wildlife & Environment film festival 2005 and another film



Village of Dust, City of Water was declared the ‘Best Environment feature’ (Antelope award) at Wildlife
Asia film festival, 2007 held in Singapore. Recently, his film Leave Nothing But Footprints won the Best film on
Ecotourism award at VATAVARAN Wildlife & Environment Film Festival, 2009.
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Development in the Himalayas and the traditional conservation system:

Sanjay Barnela will share his experience of filming in the Indian Himalayas looking specifically at the
principal contradictions between large-scale development and environment conservation.  His
experiences show how conservation and development are linked in an intricate manner and inherently
political. He uses the case-study of the Great Himalayan National Park to illustrate the contradictions
between conservation and development. The state, while espousing a conservation ideology also
promotes big hydel projects and other development projects that go against the grain of conservation.
Sanjay sets up this argument against the backdrop of traditional institutions of conservation and natural
resource management such as Devtas (deity) prevalent in the same region thus juxtaposing traditional
knowledge systems with the modern conservation and development paradigm.
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Ugyen Wangdi completed his school from St Joseph’s College Darjeeling India. He graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts degree from Punjab University, India.  He finished his film studies from the Film and

Television Institute of India, Pune. He opened his own film company Ugetsu Communications in 1988.
He made the first Bhutanes film Gasa Lami Singye on 1989. In a period of the next 10 years he made



many educational and informational documentaries. In 1998 he made a documentary film Yonten Gi
Kawa (Price of Knowledge) which won an award for best documentary at the International Film Festival
in Nuoro, Italy, a Certificate of Merit from the San Francisco International Film Festival and an award
from Indiekino International Film Festival, South Korea. The documentary Yi khel Gi Kawa (Price of
Letter) , the sequel to Price of Knowledge, won Diane Seligman Award for best documentary at the
Brooklyn International Film Festival 2005. Premi Speciali, (Special Award) Trento Film Festival 2005.
Jury Special Award La Festival International Du Festival, D’Environment 2004 Paris. Planet Infocus
2006 Mark Haslam Award Toronto.
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The modernization in Bhutan:

Bhutan started modern development about 50 years ago. Today some areas of Bhutan are very much
like any city in the world, cars, TV, refrigerator, mobile, internet and yet there are few communities which
are bound by time, no motor roads, no electricity. They still keep traditions. The “income” of people in
the communities is not money but harvests and barter of goods. They do not depend on the market economy.
The share index has no bearing. The global economy of shares and stock and a cash economy have not
affected this exchange rate. A  big farmer starts to buy a power tiller, then a mobile phone. When cable
TV and internet was opened in 1998 there were just basic shops like groceries , cloth merchants and a few
general shops in the capital. In the capital there was a sudden increase of beauty parlors, electrical house
hold appliances and different car company showrooms. At the end of it, in the village, the mountain home
or the city dweller, life gets easier but also sets in new competition with consumerism. This sets a trend
and widens the gap or divide between haves and have nots which is detrimental to many of our existing
values. The Bhutan Language Commission was very concerned that the language, tradition and culture
was fast being eroded. But they still do not realize the impact of the digital phenomena which I am re
iterating. The new media is actually being used un consciously to re invigorate our identity. The
quintessential aspects may be lost for ever. But, never the less I see a light at the end of a tunnel when all
are seeing only a down hill scenario.
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Center for Research Development, Associate Professor

Academic Qualifications: B.A. Hirosaki Univ. 1985  M.Sci. Univ. of Tsukuba 1989
Discipline: Ecological anthropology

Geographical Areas of Interest: South Asia, Nepal, Japan
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The Himalayan pluralistic society in Nepal:

Mr. Tadao Umesao, the first curator of the National Museum Ethnology, who passed away this July,
conducted keen analysis when he initially researched Nepal for a short period in 1962. He said,
“Nationalism is vital for the independence and development of a nation. However, in the case of a nation
like Nepal, if nationalism arises with cultural integration by a dominant tribe, the nation will be in danger
of disintegration. Nepal has the potential to create a new type of nationalism and nation. It will be a
nation with multiple tribes whose policies are cultural coexistence, political fusion and international
neutrality.” About 50 years have passed since Mr. Umesao presented his analysis of Nepal. Now, his
insight is proved. Hindu-based royalism has collapsed and the Nepalese people are seeking a federal
democratic republic with “inclusive democracy.”

The entire Himalayan area is a multiple world with various tribes and cultures. Therefore, local people
in the Himalayan world have drawn from diverse sources of wisdom and thought to realize harmonious
coexistence.

Within the current situation in which people tend to appreciate multiculturalism and coexistence, we can
learn a lot for creating a better society through the historical experience and current condition of the
Himalayan world.
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Visiting Researcher of the Institute for Esoteric Buddhist Culture, Koyasan University / Visiting
researcher of the Institute for Research in Humanities, Kyoto University )
Academic background:
Ph.D. in Human and Environmental Studies, Kyoto University
Research papers :
2009. Suffering as a Gift: Compassion and Universal Responsibility of the Fourteenth The Dalai Lama
(doctoral dissertation)
2009. The Union of Dharma and Polity (chos srid zung ‘brel) by the Fourteenth Dalai Lama Religion
and Ethics, Vol. 9, 2009
2009. Civilization of Loneliness and Philosophy of Compassion: Modern Society and the Fourteenth
Dalai Lama  Civilization and Philosophy, Vol. 2, 2009
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The nonviolence of Tibetan Buddhism:

Regarding “questioning the contemporary world from the Himalayan world,” one of the key words
should be “nonviolence.” The contemporary world has various problems, which range from the "macro-
level" such as environmental destruction, war, poverty, etc. to the "micro-level”" such as isolation, alienation
and so on. Looking at the contemporary world from the viewpoint of nonviolence, we start to strongly
feel others with suffering.  Practitioners of nonviolence in the Himalayan region show us their attitudes to
deal with the others, which lead us to reflect on ourselves. In this symposium, I would like to discuss the
possibilities of nonviolence in the contemporary world through thoughts of Tibetan Practitioners of
nonviolence, especially the Fourteenth Dalai Lama.
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TANAKA Kunihiko
(Video journalist, Movie director, Board Chairperson of Himalaya Archive Japan (NPO) )

Academic background:
Master's degree in Journalism and Mass Communications , University of Kansas, USA

Works :
2006-2010.  Presiding over the Himalaya Film Festival in Japan

2002. (Documentary movie) Tibetan Refugees: A Struggle: Beyond Generations
(English ver,)

2001. (Documentary movie) The Dalai Lama: A Proposal for the 21st century

2000. (Documentary movie) Tibetan Refugees: A Struggle: Beyond Generations

(Japanese ver.)
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